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From the 

Principal’s Desk 

 
     Parents, welcome to the 2020-

21 school year! This year promises 

to be one of the most unique years 

ever! This year we are starting 

school remotely. Something that 

has never been done. We are 

writing history and will use this 

opportunity to reform education, 

teaching and learning. 

   I’d like to remind you that our 

school hours remain the same.  

Monday-Friday: Remote learning 

(the instructional day) begins at 

7:45am. The synchronous school 

day is over at 2:45pm. Students are 

expected to be logged into their 

Google classroom and ready to 

learn each day at 7:45am. 

Attendance is recorded daily. 

Excessive tardiness and absences 

will not be tolerated. According to 

the New Student Code of Conduct, 

3 tardies or more per semester will 

result in disciplinary action. 

 

 

First Day of School 

September 8, 2020 

 

Device and Resource 

Distribution 

 
 

     It is important to us that every 

child has what every child needs to 

have a successful remote learning 

experience. To that end every child 

will receive a digital device and all 

resources needed for the first 

quarter. Parents will be contacted 

with their assigned day and time of 

pick-up. Parents must follow CDC 

safety guidelines and must sign the 

device agreement upon receipt. A 

McDowell Staff member will 

contact you with specific details. 

Please check you email daily.  

 

 

 
McDowell.com 

September, 2020   



“Excellence Is Expected” 

Remote Learning 

Norms 

 
1. Students are to be present, on 

time, and ready to learn every day. 

2. Students and teachers are to use 

their webcams whenever possible. 

It is expected that when teachers 

are providing synchronous 

instruction, their camera should be 

on.  

3. To protect privacy, 

encourage students to sit 

with their backs to a blank 

wall in their home or use a 

virtual background in 

Google Meet so the camera 

is not capturing personal 

information.  

4. Students should be on 

best behavior and must be 

respectful to students and 

teachers.  Please see the 

CPS Conduct Code for more 

information. 

 

A Day in Remote Learning 

 
As has been stated previously, remote 

learning should approximate a typical 

school day. Attendance will be taken on 

a daily basis. In elementary school, 

attendance will be taken by the 

homeroom teacher once daily, as is 

traditionally done. Attendance will be 

recorded in ASPEN using the traditional 

attendance module.  
 

To be marked as present, 

students must: 

 

1. Log into the synchronous 

learning platform, either Google 

Meet or Google Classroom, in 

accordance with our transition to 

full G Suite adoption.  

2. Students must remain engaged 

and active through the duration 

of all synchronous learning 

portions of the daily lessons.  

 

Most students will participate in 

205 mins. of synchronous 

learning and 155 mins. of 

asynchronous learning. 

Synchronous learning is when 

class interactions happen in real 

time, at the same time. Students 

may virtually attend class 

together via video conference, 

livestream or chat. Synchronous 

does not have to mean whole-

group learning; teachers can and 

should use synchronous time for 

small group instruction or other 

practices that allow for 

maximum student engagement. 

Asynchronous learning is when 

students interact via the digital 

platform or hard copy materials 

without real-time interaction. 

Students engage in class 

materials and complete work at 

their own pace, typically within a 

given timeframe, often using 

discussion boards to drive peer-

to-peer engagement. 
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Know Your Child’s 

Teacher and  

Room Number 
109   Ms. Hayes, Head Start (Modular)                      

101    Ms. Wayland, Kdg.                    

108    Mr. Read/Ms. Rivera, 1st Grade                        

106   Mr. Perri,   2nd Grade                     

110    Ms. Haymond, 3rd Grade (Modular)                     

103   Ms. Gilmore, 4th Grade              

107    Ms. Griffin, 5th Grade                       

104   Dr. Thomas Walker (CM/DL)      

104    Ms. Grossett, DL   

104    Mr. McEachran, SEL/DL 

105    TBA, Physical Education      

105    Mrs. Fountain, Art 

100    Ms. Wilson, Office 

100    Dr. Hood, Principal 

Plant Facilitator    Mr. Jones 

Security Mr. Bell/Ms. White 

Your child’s virtual classroom will 

be accessed from our website: 

 
memcdowellelementaryschool.com 

 

The McDowell Grading Scale 

The report card is the most 

accurate reflection of the student’s 

successful mastery of the 

curriculum. Please note the 

following grading scale that is 

utilized here at McDowell School: 

 

90-100     A 

80-89       B 

70-79      C 

60-69        D 

59-Below     F 

 

 

 

Children Attending 

Child Care Facilities 

 
If you have your child 

enrolled in a child care program 

and that location is where your 

child will engage in remote 

learning, please inform the school.  

It is imperative that we develop an 

agency/school/home connection so 

that our students will have the 

optimal remote learning 

experience. 
  

 
 Please plan to attend our 

virtual Back-to School Night 

September 16, 2020 to get more 

information about the school year.  

You will meet your child’s 

teachers and get answers to your 

unanswered questions as we 

conform to our “new normal”. 

Details regarding meeting log in 

information will be emailed to you 

by September 15, 2020.  See you 

there. 
 


